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The Brevard County Bar Association 
is closing out its 2018-2019 
Membership Year on a strong note.  
We had some great events over the 
past two months, including our 

annual Law Day event, which was a dinner this year.  
On April 22nd, we gathered at the Space Coast 
Convention Center to honor the winners of the 2019 
Law Day Poster, Essay, and Lesson Plan Contests.  
Our theme this year was “Free Speech, Free Press, 
Free Society.”  Several of the 18th Circuit and 5th DCA 
judges were in attendance at the event, and our 
Guest Speaker was Doug Beam.  We were excited to 
have many of our local teachers and students from 
Brevard County schools participate in this year’s 
contest and attend the dinner.  Special thanks to 
BCBA Past-President Ashley Hardee and BCBA board 
member Elizabeth Harris for helping to organize this 
event. 

 
On May 10th, we hosted our first ever Mental 

Health CLE.  This event took place at the Space 
Coast Health Foundation Center for Collaboration.  
Our first speaker was Judge Steve Leifman from 
Miami who is known throughout the state of Florida 
and nationally for his work involving mental health 
and the criminal justice system.  Our second speaker 
was Dr. Crist ine Salinas, a l icensed 
neuropsychologist, who gave us a perspective on the 
use of neuropsychologists in criminal and civil 
litigation.  Our third speaker was Molly Paris, Esq. 
with Florida Lawyers Assistance, who gave a 
presentation on Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
among lawyers.  Our last group of speakers included 
Dr. Jason Wieseler, Vice President of Circles of Care, 
along with General Magistrate Kurt Erlenbach and 
General Magistrate Leslie Castaldi.  This esteemed 
panel presented an overview of Baker Act 
proceedings in Florida.    

I would like to thank  Judge Jennifer Taylor and 
Judge Lisa Davidson for their assistance in organizing 
this event and recruiting speakers.  The CLE was well
-attended, and we look forward to bringing more 
awareness to mental health in Brevard County in the 
years to come. 

 
Over the last several months, the Brevard 

County Bar Association has been working hard to 
renovate its new office, which is located at 5430 
Village Drive, Suite 101 in Rockledge.  We expect 
construction to be completed by the end of June.  
We are excited to be able to have a facility close to 
the Viera Courthouse that we can make available to 
our members to rent for mediations and client 
meetings.  Special thanks to Don Herndon with 
Classic Wood Flooring for donating the floors and 
special thanks to BCBA secretary David Alpizar for 
assisting in the coordination of the construction 
project. 

 
As we approach our new membership year for 

2019-2020, we have opened up registration for 
memberships.  Please renew your membership by 
visiting: 

 
https://www.brevardbar.org/attorney-resources/

membership-information/ 
 
It has been a pleasure serving the BCBA as 

President this year, and I look forward to seeing our 
members at the upcoming events.  If you have any 
programming suggestions for next year, please email 
me at andrew@andrewpickettlaw.com. 
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the Ex Parte is a monthly publication for the members of the Brevard 
County Bar Association. the Ex Parte encourages unsolicited 
submission of articles, comments, photographs and notes of interest 
to Brevard County Bar Association members. 
 
Publishing and editorial decisions are based on the editor’s judgment 
of the quality of the writing, timeliness of the article and potential 
interest to the readers. Occasionally, the Ex Parte may publish 
articles dealing with controversial issues. 
 
Views expressed in the Ex Parte are those of the authors and not 
necessarily those of the officers, directors or employees of the 
Brevard County Bar Association. No endorsement of those views 
should be inferred unless specifically identified as the official policy of 
the Brevard County Bar Association. 
 
Advertising copy may be submitted. All advertisements are reviewed; 
however, the Brevard County Bar Association does not endorse or 
guarantee any product or service advertised in the Ex Parte or 
express an opinion concerning said advertisers or their products or 
services. Nothing contained in any advertisement should be taken as 
the opinion or an endorsement of Brevard County Bar Association or 
any of its officers, directors or employees. 
 
Contact the Brevard County Bar Association office at (321) 254-8801 
for advertising rates, specifications and deadline information. 
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Hello again Brevard County Bar! 
I would like to thank Morgan and 
Morgan for sponsoring a Happy 
Hour at Hell ‘n Blazes Brewing 

Company on March 21, 2019.  We would also like 
to thank Alan Landman for sponsoring a Happy 
Hour at Copperhead Tavern on April 18, 2019. 

 
Our next Happy Hour will be sponsored by 

three groups: Williams, Leininger & Cosby, P.A; 
Arcadier Biggie & Wood PLLC; and Paralegal 
Association of Florida, Brevard Chapter.  This event 
will occur on Thursday, May 23, 2019 at 5:30 at 
Hemingway's Tavern, 1800 W Hibiscus Blvd #115, 
Melbourne, FL 32901. 

 
Our final Happy Hour of our fiscal year will 

be hosted by Alpizar Law, LLC and Charpentier Law 
Firm, P.A.  This event will take place at Grills 
Riverside 6075 N US Hwy 1, Melbourne, FL 32940 
on Thursday June 6, 2019.  Two important things 
happen at this event.  First, we invite all of the 
judicial assistants to show our appreciation for the 
work they do.  The YLD will have a raffle to 
disburse gifts to those judicial assistants that 
attend.  Second, the YLD will hold its annual 
election and collect ballots at this event. 

 
We are looking for applications for board 

positions on the YLD for the next fiscal year.  Those 
applicants will have their names on the ballots at 
the election held at the June 6, 2019 Happy Hour.  
Each year, applicants can run for the following 
positions: President-Elect, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
one of four Member at Large positions.  Those 
interested in a position should contact me at 
vidoni@vidonilaw.com.  

Check out, and like, our Facebook page. If 
you are interested in joining or participating in any 
of our events please email me at 
vidoni@vidonilaw.com. 

Young Lawyers Division                                             
Nick Vidoni, President 
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 Brevard Bar Foundation                                                    G. Paul Lemieux, President 

Since 2011, the Brevard Bar 
Foundation (“BBF”) held its Annual 
Dinner & Community Leader of the 
Year Award Ceremony recognizing 
individuals in the legal community who 

fulfill the Mission Statement of the Foundation and 
exemplify the role of lawyers in their community by 
their efforts for charitable giving and community 
service. The 2019 award was presented to Jim 
Vickaryous and Jen Ferguson. Jim is our Board of 
Governors Member for the 18th Judicial Circuit. Jim 
and Jen exemplify BBF’s Mission Statement. They 
contribute generously to the disadvantaged and 
personally contribute to promote change in their 
community. Jen is  committed to foster children, 
especially those aging out of the foster care system. 
Jim is passionate about helping the homeless get 
back on their feet, serving for over 5 years as the 
Chairman of the Rescue Outreach Mission, Seminole 
County’s only homeless shelter serving the needs of 
homeless women, children, and men. 

 
The Brevard Bar Foundation’s Community 

Leader of the Year Award Ceremony was held on 
Thursday, May 2, 2019 at 6:00 pm at the Eau Gallie 
Yacht Club. A sold out crowd of 142 people attended 
our annual award dinner and fundraiser. As you 
know, the Brevard Bar Foundation, through the 
generosity of one of its members, John Alpizar, has 
established an endowment with the ultimate goal of 
utilizing the interest from endowment funds to assist 
in its monthly charitable donations. The Foundation 
announced at the Dinner that it had reached its first 
financial goal to help bring that goal into reality. 

 
The Brevard Bar Foundation would like to 

thank its many supporters who made this spectacular 
evening a success. We thank our Diamond Sponsors, 
Douglas R. Beam, P.A., Jim Nicholas P.A.,  and 
Michael Kahn P.A.;  our Gold Sponsors, Judge John 
Galluzzo and Stephen Casanova; and our Silver 
Sponsor, Maureen Matheson. Thank you as well, to 
our table sponsors, Dr. Stanley Cooper, John Alpizar, 
Slonim and Lemieux, P.A.,  Vickaryous Law Firm and 
Symphony Financial. Thank you to our Board of 
Directors who have assisted me this year in 
furthering the mission of the Brevard Bar Foundation, 
Riley Beam, Secretary, Michael Kahn, Treasurer, and 
Board Members Britta Hawkins, Steve Casanova, and 
Ed Kinberg. 

 
The Brevard Bar Foundation (BBF) continues 

to meet monthly to discuss ways to improve public 
understanding of the role of the legal system and 
lawyers in our community. BBF is a charitable and 
philanthropic entity created by you, the legal 

professionals of Brevard and Seminole County. 
Founded in 2003 under the leadership of Scott 
Krasny, BBF remains dedicated to funding 
educational, legal, and charitable projects aimed at 
fulfilling our Mission Statement and, thereby, meeting 
the needs of the public as well as improving the 
quality of life for citizens through donations to local 
non-profit organizations on behalf of local attorneys. 

 
Some of the ways in which BBF through its 

membership and donations provides funding: 
 
Charitable: Supporting the efforts of critical support 
services and programs that assist and contribute to 
those in need including  Brevard County charitable 
organizations such as: 211 Brevard, AVET Project, Big 
Brothers Big Sisters, Brevard Alzheimer’s Foundation, 
Brevard Association for the Blind, C.A.R.E., 
Candlelighters of Brevard, Cave of Addulum 
Ministries, Connected By 25, Family Partnership, 
Friends of Children, Genesis House, Grace Equine 
Rescue and Therapy, Habitat for Humanity, Humane 
Society, LEOSA, Literacy for Adults, Nana’s House, 
Neighborhood Development Coalition, Meals on 
Wheels, BPA Backpack project, Promise in Brevard, 
Red Cross, Rescue Mission, Rolling Readers, Sally’s 
House, Salvation Army, Schools Foundation, Servant 
Air Ministries, Sharing Center, VITAS Community 
Connection, Welcome Home Vets, Yellow Umbrella, 
Zonta Club, among many others. 
 
Raising Public Awareness of the Brevard County 
Bar and its philanthropic services by promoting 
access to legal services through its support of  
Brevard County Legal Aid headed by Executive 
Director Rob Johnson, himself a former Brevard Bar 
Foundation Community Leader of the Year Award 
winner. 
 
Educational Programs through its support of 
Florida High School Mock Trial, Law Day, and the 
Space Coast Community Law School offered to 
citizens regarding various areas of law through free 
seminars. 
 

BBF continues to encourage the involvement 
of attorneys and its membership in targeting worthy 
community programs for BBF’s monthly donations. 
We welcome all suggestions for our donations.  
Please contact one of our Board of Directors’ 
Members with your request. 
 

For more information visit 
www.brevardbarfoundation.org or  

call (321) 242-2564. 
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 Brevard Bar Foundation Community Leader of the  Year 

Top: Michael Kahn, Roma Kahn, Jim Vickyarous,The 
Honorable  Morgan L. Reinman,  Jill Trettis,  18th 
Circuit Public Defender Blaise Trettis, The Honorable 
John Galluzzo. Seated: Jennifer Ferguson 

Top left : The Honorable John Galuzzo,   
Jennifer Ferguson and Jim Vickayrous 
 
Below left: Brigitta Hawkins,  Jill Trettis,  and 
18th  Circuit Public Defender Blaise Trettis 
 
 
Below Right: John  Alpizar, Douglas Beam 

Right:  Community Leader of the Year, Jim Vickayrous and 
Jennifer Ferguson, Irelyn and Evan. 

The Honorable Tonya Rainwater 
and Ellen Fernandez 



Page 8                     www.brevardbar.org                                      the Ex Parte 

(All complaints and comments 
please send to 
geoffgolubpa@aol.com) © 2019  
Please remember the views of 
Legally Bald are in no way  

whatsoever (not even remotely) the views of the 
BCBA or any of its members, employees, 
advertisers, and affiliates.  
 

PICK-UP ORDER 
If a Juvenile fails to appear at a hearing in Juvenile 
Court a Pick-Up order is issued for the police to pick 
him or her up. If an adult fails to appear in adult 
court, a warrant is issued for their arrest. The 
former sounds so nice, the other not so nice. A Pick
-Up order is like, “hey, look, if you happen to see 
this kid out and about could you pick him up for 
me. I need to speak with him.”   

Why not send an Uber driver over to pick 
her up. Call him a cab. Send a bus ticket. A Limo? 
In fact, maybe a juvenile who doesn’t have 
transportation should be able to issue a Judge an 
order to have the juvenile picked up and brought to 
Court. “Hey, Judge can you call Lyft for me?”  

 
DO NOT RUN ORDER 

Once a Juvenile is picked up and brought before 
the court, a Judge can release the child from 
custody to their home or a program, etc...Upon 
release, a Judge can issue a "Do Not Run" order. 
Which means the juvenile can't run from the place 
he or she is released to. The juvenile can walk, take 
the bus, call a cab, contact Uber, but they cannot 
run. No running, like the Hall Monitor used to say. 
But now it's the Judge. (SEE A.A. v. State, 44 FLW 
D592(Fla. 3rd DCA 2019) 
 

THE BIRD'S THE WORD AND FREE BIRD 
What would seem obvious to anyone over 12 years 
old, was not so obvious to a police officer who 
stopped a driver for flipping him the bird. It is not a 
moving or non-moving violation for someone to flip 
an officer the bird while driving, even if it should be 
obvious that it is not a very smart thing to do. It’s 
Free Speech or the bird’s the word. 
https://www.npr.org/2019/03/15/703665710/police
-officer-cant-pull-over-driver-for-giving-him-the-
finger-court-rules?fbclid=IwAR0XzHS0OX0D3J-
jgB2vvTvBtrGwsZMSwt_c06JmRZau3iV9RHc8PU1-
1ec 

PPSATS: PATHETIC PARENTS 
STANDARDIZED APTITUDE TEST 

Felicity Huffman and some other parents pled guilty 
to helping their kids cheat on the SATs. Their 

sentence will consist of a choice between serving 
one year in jail or taking the SAT. But to avoid jail 
time, each parent will have to score higher than 
their child's fake SAT score. Me, I say, just give me 
the year. Anything is better than retaking the SAT. 
https://www.latimes.com/local/lanow/la-me-felicity-
huffman-college-admissions-scandal-20190408-
story.html?
fbclid=IwAR2wjXt3CJ3fhvS2i9125SZTrzKxbyDZlNmt
tDk37FUvYPGUHvblY4Rtww8 
 
 

THE GRASS IS NO LONGER GREEN 
A man decided to burn cannabis AKA grass on top 
of his actual grass or burn weed on top of his 
weeds. He thought the whole neighborhood could 
use a Chill pill. He had just finished watching 
Romancing the Stone and he figured why not? It 
worked for Kathleen Turner and Michael Douglas. 
This is one time I know for certain that the police 
officers who arrived at the scene did in fact smell 
the odor of burnt and even burning cannabis on or 
about his person, car, house, yard, trees, down the 
street, on the roof, etc. 
https://www.wkyt.com/content/news/Florida-man-
told-cops-he-was-burning-leaves-police-say-it-was-
cannabis-506738361.html?fbclid=IwAR1GQ-
AZuT7WSR3HuoqdscWnxYr8hgig3fLs5HjbCLPMYgq
b018EgBhxaSI 
 

JUDGE RULES THAT COMPARING BANANA 
COSTUMES, IS NOT LIKE COMPARING 

APPLES AND ORANGES 
A Federal Judge ruled in a lawsuit over a copyright 
infringement regarding Banana costumes, that 
since the costumes looked virtually identical (Like is 
there any original way to make a banana costume?) 
that there was in fact a copyright infringement and 
granted an injunction preventing the one company 
from selling their banana costume. Well, I suppose 
it's not such a bad idea to limit the amount of 
banana costumes that can be sold. All I can sing is: 
Banana, Lawnana, Law Larry (I'd put the rest of the 
lyrics, but I'll get sued for a copyright 
infringement.) 
http://www.abajournal.com/news/article/now-in-
the-court-of-a-peels-a-copyright-dispute-over-a-
banana-costume 

THERE GOES THE JUDGE 
After only two months as a Civil County Judge in 
Harris County, Texas, Judge McLeod or former 
Judge McLeod (Depending upon who you ask) 

 Legally Bald — and other strange law-related thoughts    Geoffrey Golub 
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decided it was time to put in a bid for the Texas 
Supreme Court. (Now, that's some confidence or 
dare I say his head is as big as the State of Texas.)  

Unfortunately for him, and even worse, 
unbeknownst to him, once he announced his 
candidacy for the Supremes, it meant he resigned 
from his current Judgeship. Now, had he been 
familiar with a particular piece of paper called the 
Texas Constitution, something I'm fairly certain a 
Texas Judge should know about, then he would have 
known about Article 16, Section 65, of the Texas 
constitution, which considers any declaration of 
candidacy for another office an automatic abdication 
of an official’s current position. He could always try 
for the U.S. Supreme Court, but I would want to 
know if he's familiar with that other piece of paper 
called the United States Constitution.  
https://www.texastribune.org/2019/04/04/harris-
county-civil-court-judge-william-mcleod-accidentally-
resigns/?
fbclid=IwAR0QJtapz8ar8okgp3Kq5SdLHgbO48ktZm8
gbnbdXptsNAlxXovQhSskErw 
 

WE'RE NOT IN KANSAS ANYMORE 
Well, at least not in Post-Prohibition, Depression Era, 
Kansas. Kansas finally repealed its law that only 
allowed beer to have 3.2 % Alcohol by weight or 
what we call today, "O'Doul's," or water infused with 
the flavor of beer. 

https://
www.npr.org/2019/04/05/709515770/the-end-is-
near-for-3-2-beer?
fbclid=IwAR3DHANlCloK9vahTpuGlHxIRbc-
fVZL9X3r5ENizCMxGEbl6ScZz0jUW5A  
 

 Legally Bald                              continued 
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Christina Magee founded Brevard 
Mediation Services, LLC in 2011 and 
has extensive experience as a 
neutral in federal and state court 
matters in many forms of dispute 
resolution.   She is the current Chair 

of the Florida Bar ADR Section, as well as the Chair 
of the Small Claims Rules Committee for the 2018-
19 year.   Among other distinctions, she is a 
member of the National Academy of Distinguished 
Neutrals in the Florida Chapter. 
 This column appears monthly and relates to 
all aspects of mediation.   If you have specific 
questions that you would like to see addressed in 
t h i s  c o l u m n ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t : 
cmagee@brevardmediationservices.com. 

 
Money matters.  Particularly in cases where the 

relationship between the parties is not paramount, 

settlements are about money.  Where the parties 

can broker a deal on that basis, the case will settle.  

But if a dollar settlement at the level acceptable to 

one side is not possible, what does that mean for 

the mediation? 

 

 It goes without saying that you learn a lot 

about how the other side values your case when 

you mediate.   Mediation allows you and your client 

to test assumptions about what information is 

essential to persuade a skeptical onlooker, perhaps 

even a hostile one, to part with money as a part of 

the negotiation process.   As convincingly and 

sincerely that a party or counsel states that they 

are at the end of their negotiation process and that 

not another move will be considered, getting that 

last move from the other side really does provide as 

close to perfect information as possible about a 

case, and allows the side who protested that “this 

is it and don’t come back with a request for more 

[money or a deeper discount depending on the 

side]” to make a fully informed decision about 

getting the case closed out.  Both sides will have 

discerned that to close this file at this point in time 

will cost “X” and can decide whether to proceed in 

view of that information.    

 

 The “pure” value of the case can still 

change as time progresses.   There may be 

additional motion practice that establishes 

perceived leverage on one side or another.   There 

will be other moments in the process where it is 

logical to assess the current value and determine 

whether settlement is appropriate:  jury selection; 

opening statements; a particular witness’ testimony 

and its jury impact.  My point is that 

notwithstanding this reality, a “perfect” value may 

arise in mediation that informs both sides about 

what it will take to settle a case.  That fully 

developed information has an enormous value in 

the case assessment and is one of the greatest 

benefits of mediation, even if the parties choose 

not to settle the case at that time for that amount.  

 

 When we discuss money in mediation, 

confusion may arise for plaintiff and defendant 

parties.   Plaintiffs might be extremely dismayed as 

they sense the value they placed on the case 

evaporating over the course of the day, and might 

be concerned about the extent to which their 

position has dropped 

as compared to the 

incremental rise on the 

defense side.   Defense 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

experience dismay as 

they see the costs of 

settlement increase.   

As the value of a claim 

increases, there is a 

proportionate increase 

in a policyholder’s loss 

history, which in turn 

t r a n s l a t e s  i n t o 

increased premium and 

deductible charges for 

future claims or a 

decision by a carrier to 

non-renew a policy on its anniversary date.   The 

larger the settlement, the more potentially 

enhanced effect on the insured’s ability to do 

business.   Defense representatives also see the 

dollars they place on the table as “real” because if 

accepted, they translate into an actual payout.  In 

contrast, defense may view plaintiff values as 

hypothetical because they have not been 

corroborated through a jury award or other 

ajudicative process.    

 

 Speaking of money, plaintiffs may make an 

Mediation Matters                                                                      Christina Magee 

Make your money talk at 
mediation.   You cannot 
control what the other side 
chooses to do with their 
offers or demands.   What 
can be controlled by you is 
the message your  offers or 
demands send.  Use the 
mediator to find out if your 
message is getting through 
and to find out how the other 
side responds to it. That 
allows for any  necessary 
course correction. 

$PEAKING WITH 

MONEY$$ 



the Ex Parte                                                                                 www.brevardbar.org                                                                                                          Page 11                       

argument about truncating defense costs by 

settling at mediation.  Typically, plaintiffs point to 

the fact that continuing to litigate through verdict 

will entail a cost of “X” dollars, so why not take 

75% of “X”, add it to the current offer and settle 

the case?  Carriers do not want to be in a position 

where it appears that they elevated their interest 

(the costs of defense as opposed to indemnity) 

over that of their insured.   It is possible that the 

insured participates in the costs of defense via 

policy endorsements, but those amounts may be 

annualized over a policy period as part of the loss 

adjustment expense.  As a result, terminating a 

single claim might not create the benefit that the 

plaintiff contends is present.   

  

 When you know what is being said with 

offers and demands, or work with a mediator who 

does, the settlement experience is far more than 

just the transmittal of those numbers.   It is true 

that money matters and speaks volumes.   

Hopefully, this article gives some insight into how 

that process occurs and ways to participate 

effectively in it.    

Mediation Matters  (continued)                                                   
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My grandmother often used to say: 
“Kill‘em with kindness Jimmy!”  At 
that tender age, my grandmother’s 
wise advice often went in one ear 
and out the other.   
 

Being kind is the best advice for lawyers.  
Kindness extended by a lawyer is often a surprise 
to a non-lawyer.  They often think of us as 
professional kill-joys.  As a veteran lawyer, seeing 
lawyers exchange even the smallest of kind acts 
greatly encourages me.  The kindness that is most 
appreciated is the kindness shown that will not 
necessarily gain the giver anything. 

 
I had the great honor this year to be admitted 

into the bar of the United States Supreme Court.  
One of the perks of being a new member is getting 
a front row seat to that day’s oral arguments.  The 
case being argued that day had to do with whether 
the Veterans Administration had given due process 
to a veteran.  I was seated immediately behind the 
baby-faced lawyer representing the veteran.  As we 
waited for the Supreme Court justices to come in, I 
watched the young lawyer reading through his 
materials.  I looked below the table where he had 
his left hand resting on his leg.  His hand was 
shaking.  I looked up at his face again and could 
tell he was terrified.  Perhaps I would be too if I 
was about to argue before the nine justices of the 
United States Supreme Court and your opposing 
party is the United States of America. 

 
A moment later, the United States Solicitor 

General and his team of lawyers walked into the 
courtroom.  The Solicitor General looked the picture 
of confidence: trim, smiling, and wearing a morning 
coat (the traditional uniform of the US Solicitor 
General).  Many people were shaking his hand as 
he walked into the room.  He came across as a rock 
star of the legal world.  After arranging his briefing 
notes at his counsel table, the Solicitor General 
walked the five steps past the podium to greet the 
nervous young lawyer.  The Solicitor General shook 
his hand and began a five minute conversation 
welcoming him to the court and wishing the young 
man well.  Not once did the Solicitor General talk 
about the case – only civil niceties that make 
someone feel welcome.  The young lawyer sat 
down again to wait for the moment that the 
Supreme Court would be called into session, and he 
would be invited to begin arguing for his client.  I 

  Be a Kind Lawyer                                                                          Jim Vickayrous 

looked at his hand as the justices filed in.  It had 
stopped shaking.  He looked confident.  He did a 
great job representing is client.  Based upon the 
commentary in the courtroom after the arguments 
had finished, he had definitely won over the 
audience and, perhaps, maybe even 5 justices to 
his client’s plea.  The Solicitor General’s small act of 
kindness calmed is opposing counsel in his moment 
of anxiety. 

 
After arguments were over the court went into 

recess.  Since I was in the front row, I stayed for a 
few moments to take in the atmosphere of the 
courtroom.  I looked up and watched Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsberg slowly moving out of her chair and 
taking the first step down the staircase.  She 
started to fall.  A robed arm reached up gracefully 
to steady her.  The robed arm quickly and 
gentlemanly helped her down the steps.  I looked 
over and saw that the kind robed arm belonged to 
Justice Clarence Thomas. 

 
You don’t have to go to the U.S. Supreme 

Court to see every day acts of lawyers being kind.  
I have observed it taking place often among the 
lawyers of Brevard County.  There is a big upside to 
being kind.  The mantra of “kill’em with kindness” 
helps greatly when you have that urge to send 
someone an email that really lets them know what 
you think at that particular moment.  Just 
remember, sending an unkind email can get you 
disciplined by the Florida Bar.  An unkind and 
insulting email to a client can also get a lawyer 
disciplined.  Be purposeful in representing your 
clients, but always be a kind lawyer. 
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   BCBA and BCAWL Joint Awards Dinner 

Above: Scott Ellis, Brevard County Clerk of 
Court  presents the BCBA Non-Lawyer  
Professionalism Award to Laurie Rice. 
 
 
Below:  Jessica Travis presents the BCBA  
Government  Lawyer Professionalism Award 
to Sara Goodin,  Office of the  Public 
Defender. 

Left:  Diane Baccus Horsley accepts the 
BCAWL Founders Award for her  

daughter, Kyle Lieneck.  Presented by 
Rachel McCreary, BCAWL President. 

 
 

Right::  Attorney Scott Krasny accepts 
the BCAWL Founders Award for  

The Honorable John Harris. 

Right:  Phil Archer,  Office of 
the State Attorney presents 
the Judge T. Mitchell Barlow 
Young Lawyer award to Kerry 
Mawn. 

Left:  Attorney Trizia Eavenson accepts 
the  Private Lawyer Professionalism 
Award presented by Dana Blickley, 
Brevard County Property Appraiser. 
 
 
Below:  Attorney Robert Berry presents 
The Judge Clarence T. Johnson 
Lifetime Achievement Award is 
presented to Gregory Eisenmenger. 

Left:  Guest Speaker, Michelle 
Suskauer, President, The Florida Bar 
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Above:  Kim Torres introduces Mike Krasny, 2019 recipient of 
the Peacemaker Award.  Presented by BCBA President,  
 Andrew Pickett. 

Speaker Patti Savitz, The Florida Bar 
“Professionalism: Tips and Ethics” 

Professionalism CLE 
Thursday, March 21, 2019 
Space Coast Convention Center 

Glenn Krasny, Speaker 
“Improvisation Skills for  Better  Communication” 

Doug Beam, Speaker 
“Bar Grievance Process and Real Life Examples” 
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Florida Fifth District Court of Appeal Judge John Harris  
Presents Pro Bono Awards at Legal Aid’s 31st Annual Gala 

Over 150 invited guests from the legal and 
business community attended Brevard County 
Legal Aid’s Annual Pro Bono Awards and 
Recognition Gala on Friday, April 12, 2019 at 
Suntree Country Club. The annual dinner and 
awards event is a tribute to Brevard’s attorneys 
who contribute free legal assistance to help 
persons who are unable to afford private counsel.   

 
Fifth District Court of Appeal Judge John 

Harris was the special guest speaker and he also 
presented awards to recognize the efforts of 
Brevard’s most outstanding pro bono attorneys.  
During his inspirational remarks, Judge Harris 
emphasized the importance of meaningful access 
to our judicial system for poor and disadvantaged 
members of our community. “Having a law degree 
and living the life of an attorney is a tremendous 
privilege,” Harris said, “but I would argue that this 
privilege is conditional.  We have an ongoing 
obligation to advance the cause of justice for 
everyone, especially those who cannot afford it.”   

 
Judge Harris presented awards to local 

attorneys who went above and beyond in their pro 
bono contributions.  Attorney Richard Shuster was 
recognized as “Pro Bono Attorney of the Year.”  Mr. 
Shuster began his legal career at a boutique civil 
litigation firm in Jacksonville, where he represented 
national and multinational corporations such as 
Volkswagen and Home Depot.  Then he co-
founded the firm of Shuster & Saben in Miami.  
Richard moved to the Space Coast in 2004 when 
his wife Tracy Ravin, an eye surgeon, accepted a 
job at Florida Eye Institute.  After four years of 
commuting to the firm's Miami office, Richard 
opened Shuster & Saben's Space Coast office with 
a single staffer, while subleasing space from 
another local attorney.   

 
With over twenty years of litigation 

experience, Richard has litigated thousands of 
Personal Injury Protection claims on behalf of 
medical providers.  He also heads the firm’s 
foreclosure defense and consumer protection 
practices and he has litigated dozens of foreclosure 
trials on behalf of homeowners throughout Florida.  
When the great recession hit, Richard recognized a 
local need for Brevard consumers to receive the 
representation necessary to go toe-to-toe against 
big banks.  While defending foreclosures, he met 

other lawyers employed by or involved with 
Brevard County Legal Aid and decided to join them 
by volunteering to take on legal aid cases.  First 
one, then a few more, and more every year.  
Richard’s pro bono work has been prodigious.  In 
the past two years alone, Richard has donated over 
300 pro bono hours to legal aid clients.  In 2018, 
he closed 5 pro bono cases and he is currently 
working on 6 more.  Remarkably, in addition to 
Richard’s pro bono work, his firm has been a Gold 
or Platinum sponsor of every legal aid Pro Bono 
Gala since 2014. 

 
Other award winners included “Outstanding 

Pro Bono Service Awards” to Robert McClain, 
James Torres, John Daly, Amy Romaine, 
Christopher Block, and Tino Gonzalez. 
“Distinguished Pro Bono Service Awards” went to 
Michael Howard, Scott Krasny, Kristen Smith-
Rodriguez, Nicholas Vidoni, Thomas Yardley, Mark 
Peters, Judy Stevens, Pierre Mommers, Tim 
Williams, and Shawn Trautman.  

  
Attorney Kenneth F. Tworoger, Nance 

Cacciatore, and Shuster & Saben, LLC were the 
event’s Platinum Sponsors and Gold Sponsors 
were: Allender & Allender, P.A., Brevard Bar 
Foundation, Faro & Crowder, P.A., and Michael and 
Roma Kahn.  

 
Silver Sponsors were: Alpizar Law, Douglas 

R. Beam, P.A, Samuel Bookhardt III, P.A., Brevard 
County Bar Association, Cantwell & Goldman, P.A., 
Caruso, Swerbilow & Wald, P.A., Bud & Kim 
Deffebach, The Florida Bar Foundation, 
GrayRobinson, P.A., Heuston Legal, PLLC, The Law 
Office of Michael Howard, Jacobus Fielding, Robert 
and Shelley Johnson, Alan H. Landman, P.A., 
Rhonda L. Hinds & Associates, CPAs, J. Preston and 
Betts Silvernail, and Watson, Soileau, DeLeo, & 
Burgett, P.A. 
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Legal Aid of Brevard  Pro Bono Awards 

Above:  Judge John Antoon; Judge 
Bruce Jacobus, Judge  J. Preston 
Silvernail 

Althea and Mike Krasny 

Above:  Margaret Wagner, Judge 
Kelly McKibben and Judge Katie 
Jacobus. 
 
Right: BCBA President, Andrew 
Pickett 

Above:  Carolyn and 
Sammy Cacciatore 
 
Below: Rob Johnson,  
Michael and Roma Kahn 

Above:  Michael Faro, Chris 
Crowder and Rob Johnson 

Right:  Sonia Krasny , 
5th DCA Judge John 
Harris, Elizabeth Siano 
Harris, Scott Krasny, and 
Lisa Haba 

Above:  5th DCA Judge John Harris 
and James Torres,  Outstanding Pro 
Bono Service Award recipient 

Below:  Richard Shuster, 
Pro Bono Attorney of the Year 
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BCBA Bar Bench Softball Game 
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BCBA Spring CLE:  Mental Health  

Above: Guest Speaker Judge Steve Leifman 
 
Right:  ????? 

 

     “One of the most difficult things as a trial attorney was getting 
doctors to understand that unless the hearer can understand what 
they are saying, everything else is lost.” 
    - Judge Lynne Battaglia 

Above:  18th Circuit Judge Jennifer 
Taylor, 18th Circuit Judge Lisa Davidson, 
Judge Steve Leifman, Andrew Pickett, 
BCBA President. 
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